
ters set up their stalls around 7.30 

at the library lawns, and the team 

had barely had time to  clear the 

area before stalls were set up.       

As planned many of the celebra-

tions took place at the krans, where 

the area had been prepared for visi-

tors.   

 

The residents of West Beach and 

East Bank were also very im-

pressed with the way the celebra-

tions were handled.   A local resi-

dent in Sports Road commented 

that it was the first time in 20 years 

that he was able to enjoy his home 

on New Yearôs day.   Similar com-

ments were made by residents 

along West Beach Drive.    

 

We should all be thankful to SAPS 

for their dedication and long hours 

of work on this day, and to the visi-

tors to our town who co-operated to 

make the first day of the year a 

huge success.    

 

Well done to S.A.P.S., 

Ndlambe Municipality, 

Traffic Department, Multi 

Security, the Taxi Asso-

ciation and Guardmed for 

their handling of New 

Yearôs day celebrations in Port 

Alfred.   The planning meetings 

certainly paid off.    All the ac-

cess roads to West and East 

beach were blocked off with 

limited vehicular access to resi-

dents only.   Taxiôs were de-

ployed to transport people in and 

out of the beach area.   This was 

in an effort to stop conges-

tion and to allow emergency 

vehicles access.   In general 

these arrangements were 

well received by visitors to 

the beach, and there were no 

serious incidents.   Cllr Pur-

don and Conservation officer 

Fanie Fouche must be com-

mended for their efforts on 

the day.      

We had an opportu-

nity to spend part of 

the afternoon cele-

brating the new year 

with visitors to the 

beach.   It was re-

markable how little 

litter there was given 

the amount of people 

on the beach.   

 

On my early morning 

walk to the beach (6am) the 

cleaners where out in force 

and the beaches had already 

been cleaned.   Kowie Craf-

Overall, comments from visitors 

were positive.  The fabulous 

weather in the latter part of De-

cember played itõs part too. The 

few days of cloudy weather did 

not seem to dampen spirits and 

the tourism office was abuzz 

daily. The events calendar was a 

huge success and most were 

absolutely delighted that there 

was so much to do in Port Al-

fred.  We also had favourable 

comments from visitors regard-

ing the cleanliness of the town.   

One lady, in particular, said that 

she has been coming to Port 

Alfred for 8 years and this is the 

cleanest and best organized she has 

ever seen it.    The issue of water did come up, especially when the pump 

failed on New Yearõs eve!   Sadly, not much we could do about that!  What 

did the visitors enjoy: 

¶ The fireworks display on New Yearõs eve was a great success 

¶ The Sand Castle competition on Kellyõs beach 

¶ The Parlotones!   More than 3,500 peopleñit was incredible! 

¶ The food at Decadent, Barmuda, The Brew Pub, The Highlander, 

Guidos, Links, Fish River Sun, Berksies, Zest, Voila and Halyards 

¶ The Little Theatre on the Wharfñeveryone loved it! 

¶ Entertainment at Barmuda and the Lounge 

¶ The arts and crafts (3 excellent art exhibitionsñKenton, Port Al-

fred and The Wiles gallery) 

¶ The zumba dancing and volley ball 

¶ The Hunger Busters packing eventñfeel good deed for all 

¶ An action packed events calendar 

Excellent start to the new year 

What did the visitors say? 

Sunshine Coast Tourism  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 2  

Tel:   046 -624-1235  
e-mail:   tourism@sunshinecoasttourism.co.za       

S.A.P.S. 

Multi -

Security,  

Fanie 

Fouche, 

Guardmed 

and Cllr 

Ross Purdon 

go all out to 

make New 

Yearôs day a 

great success 

for all.   

Thank you!   

VParlotones! 

VFireworks! 

VTheatre! 

VLive Bands! 

VArt Exhibitions! 

VGood Food! 

VEntertainment! 

VActive sports! 

VGreat beaches! 

VFun Bathurst! 



P A G E  2  

Accommodation? 

 

There was a huge drive to raise money for Hunger Busters in Port Alfred 

over the season.   All the businesses who were involved need to be com-

mended for their efforts in aid of the Soup Kitchen.   Debra reported funds 

raised in excess of R70,000 for December.   This is certainly more than any 

charity has done before, and will feed an amazing 35,000 people.   The suc-

cess of this drive was in creating fun and exciting events for people to attend.   

Debra Harris, founder of the Soup Kitchen is very pleased with the results 

and asked that special mention go to Talk of the Town for their commitment 

to this cause and for raising so much on behalf of Hunger Busters.   High-

lights from some of the fun events: 
 
 

high demand.   There were 

many walk-ins, and tele-

phone calls to the tourism 

office throughout the sea-

son, and we were able to 

accommodate most.  

Quite a few visitors to 

town were here for the 

first time, and most were 

impressed.    

The caravan resorts were 

also full, but like more 

traditional accommodation 

establishments, com-

Most establishments said 

that they had a slow start 

to the season, but the lat-

ter part of December 

found all beds in the Port 

Alfred region full.   On 

average it seems as though 

visitors were here for 

shorter periods of time, 

but we seemed to have 

more visitors overall, 

peaking the last week in 

December.    Self catering 

accommodation was in 

mented on shorter stays, but 

more people overall.   

There was a notable amount 

of 1 or 2 night accommoda-

tion requests and the shorter 

visits were, in general, put 

down to the economic cli-

mate.    

In some establishments, lack 

of water played a major role 

over new year, however, 

there were some who were 

fortunate not to be affected. 

S U N S H I N E  C O A S T  T O U R I S M  

Overall a good  

season, slow to 

start, but very busy 

between Xmas and 

New Year, steady 

stream of visitors. 


